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How time flies! We’re now in the Summer term and everything is 

blossoming at Hardmoor EYC and we have warmer weather to look 

forward to. The playground has seen some refurbishment, and we 

are especially pleased with how the new Sensory Garden is being 

developed as this will give the children some lovely practical experi-

ences in an outdoor setting . A key theme at Hardmoor is ‘Enabling 

Environments’ with stimulating resources offering rich learning op-

portunities through play  and playful teaching. It is also important 

for children to be supported to take risks and explore. Our unique 

OWL (Outdoor Woodland Learning) programme is being developed to 

make the most of the fantastic outdoor resources we have. The chil-

dren feed the chickens, have been bug hunting, been on a Bear Hunt, gone for a listening walk 

in the woods and grown vegetables to name but a few of their experiences. We hope that they 

will have lots of memorable experiences whilst at the centre. 

Memorable Experiences = Memorable Learning 

Best wishes     

Susanne Ottens     

Executive Headteacher 

Head of Centre Update 

OWL (Outdoor Woodland Learning)   

The Practitioner staff team had a fantastic 
INSET day last month, preparing our new 
woodland learning programme for use with the children.  OWLs is Hard-
moor’s own Outdoor Woodland Learning programme. Linked closely to 
the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum, children will devel-

op skills linked to the different OWL levels, starting from Egg through to True Owl.  We will build 
on children's confidence and skills so that, over time they learn how to move safely and careful-
ly in the woodland, through to how to care for the environment.  As children's learning be-
comes embedded, they will receive certificates for their achievement at each level. 

All children (from 0-4 years) will be starting with Egg, which will teach them how to explore the 
woodland with an adult.  Activities include visiting the woods with their Key Person;  Follow, fol-
low me- a copying game to encourage children to explore the woodland, find out how a tree or 
moss feels. 



I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Nicola Hebbes, one 
of our Early Years Practitioners, who kindly shared her creative talents 
by designing our new OWL logo.  You will see this on your children’s 
certificates and other information about OWL at Hardmoor. 

 

We hope you will enjoy hearing about the OWL activities and encour-
age you to check your child's Tapestry online learning journal so you can see what they get up 
to!   

 

 

 

 

 

Tapestry- did you know...? 

 

There is a Tapestry app that you can download to your mobile phone or tab-
let.  You will need your log in details (user name and password).  You then set a 
pin code, and once this is done, you can log in easily to see your child's ac-
count.  If you don't know your child's log in details, please speak to reception. 

 

You can also upload your photos onto Tapestry.  We love seeing what the children have been do-
ing outside of nursery.   Practitioners often look at these photos with the children, it can help 
provide a link with home for a child who is missing their parents and sparks interesting conversa-
tions about children's life outside of nursery. 

 

Wishing everyone a fun and productive summer term. 

Best Wishes, 

Emma Bátor  

Head of Centre 

 

Can you help? 

We have set up some advertising on Social Media and are also inviting parents to help spread 
the word.  If you use Facebook, please “like” our page, if you have the time, please write us a re-
view.   We aim to provide information which is interesting and informative for parents on our 
page, please feel free to share our posts if you like something, or think it could be helpful for 
somebody else. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/  



Update from Rabbits  

Update from Hedgehogs  

Firstly, we would like to wish a very warm welcome to all those new 
families who are joining us this spring. There are quite a number of 
new children who are soon starting, or have very recently started 
their journey through the centre in the Rabbits room, with whom we 
are working very hard to settle in, and help adjust to their new envi-
ronment. 

We have had a big change around with the furniture and resources in 
Rabbits room over the past few weeks. I’m sure you will agree the 
room is looking fresher and much bigger and generally more inviting 
for the children to explore.  The children have seemed to really enjoy 
exploring their new environment, especially pushing the dolls and 

buggies around all the big mats on the floor! We also have a new bubble lamp and lots of 
lights in our sensory room which the children have loved exploring too. 

We have been using different brushes for the children to explore in the art area; the children 
have made some fantastic pieces of art work which we have displayed. 
We also looked at daffodils, and then used collage materials to create our 
own daffodil pictures.  

The children have really enjoyed filling and emptying containers in the wa-
ter tray. We have provided them with a wide variety of resources they can 
use to pour water from which they have really enjoyed exploring.  

We are going to be developing our garden area next, ready for the warm-
er weather. Please could we ask if anyone has any old metal pots and pans 
they no longer need could they donate to use so we can create a new music station.  

As the weather is (hopefully) improving, could we please ask for you to 
provide us with a sun hat, clearly labelled with your child’s name. For all 
those parents whose child we do not provide nursery cream for, please 
could you ensure you bring in clearly labelled sun cream too.  

Welcome to our new children! We are also lucky enough to welcome back 
some of our younger 3 year olds who will be exploring a range of activities 
designed to continually challenge and develop their skills alongside the 
younger children in the room. We believe that both the older and younger 
children will benefit from this arrangement and the different opportunities it 
offers. 

 

 



 

 

We have enjoyed exploring a variety of activities over the past few 
weeks including cooking vegetable soup, printing with vegetables and 
enjoying a fruit tasting session. As the weather has become slightly drier 
and warmer we have been spending increasing amounts of time in the 
woods exploring and trying to see if any of the small bugs and insects 
have begun to come out of their hiding places.  

 

Children have begun to dig over our garden plot in preparation for 
planting some vegetables as the weather continues to improve and we 
have also begun to plant seeds to grow indoors until they are big enough to go out. 

 

Over the coming weeks children will be supported to further develop their skills. We will be 
exploring activities which offer the opportunity for them to problem solve and increase their 
understanding of the world around them. These will include, exploring the woods, looking for 
bugs and insects, looking at our natural surroundings and caring for the chickens as well as 
using a range of open ended resources such as tubes, blocks, ropes, sand, paint, dough and 
magnets to look at how different materials can be used and manipulated. 

 

Can we remind you to take home your child’s art work at the end of each session, this can be 
found on their named peg by the door. Thank you. 

 

Please continue to share your child ‘wow’ moments with us, you will find the stars in the par-
ents area beside the board. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to a member of the team who 
will be more than happy to speak with you. 

 
Update from Badgers and Foxes  

Welcome to a new term and welcome to all our new children and staff. 

The children in Badgers and Foxes were learning about growing last term. They observed po-

tatoes beginning to sprout, hyacinth bulbs grow and bloom into flower and 

guessed what colour these might be when they opened (they were blue).  

We would be grateful for photographs of the children when they were 

young so that we can talk about how they have grown. 

The children also grew mustard cress from seed in various mediums. They 

discovered that the cress grew better on wet cotton wool and in soil than 

wet paper towels. They then made cress sandwiches (spreading their own 

butter) to eat at snack time. Despite the cress tasting a little peppery, the children said that 

they really enjoyed eating it. This encouraged children to try something new. 



We celebrated Mothering Sunday by children making a card to take home, and with some 

mothers joining us for songs and a small cake which the children had made and iced them-

selves; learning about different ingredients and how these combine and 

change when cooked. 

When possible, the children have been enjoying our woodlands. Hardmoor 

has developed its own woodland learning program for the children. This was 

the focus of our last staff INSET day and the children are already benefiting 

from this training.  

We welcomed parents to a phonics workshop in March and hopefully this gave them an in-

sight into how we support their children in the setting. If anyone has any questions about 

phonics (letter sounds) please talk to the teachers in the rooms. 

*When teaching your child to write his/her name, please use lower case letters with only the 

initial letter in upper case. 

To celebrate Easter the children were able to have hot cross buns for snack, with a simple ex-

planation of the cross on the top “This is like the cross of Jesus”. We aim to inform children 

about a variety of cultures and religions and we celebrate many 

different events throughout the year. If your family celebrates any 

special days, please let us know. 

The children also enjoyed an Easter egg hunt in the classroom, 

collecting mini eggs in a basket and then sharing them out equal-

ly. Each child counted out 5 to take home in pots that they had 

decorated themselves and not one of them ate the eggs before 

home time! 

During the last few days of term it rained heavily, creating a lovely big puddle outside. Some 

of the children had tremendous fun in this; splashing about in their boots, floating toys and 

filling and emptying buckets. “It’s a lake” one child observed. They learned about not running 

in the puddle, about heavy objects sinking and light ones floating and how high the water can 

splash!  

Foxes class welcome back Steph from her maternity leave, Rebecca’s Key children will now be 

Steph’s. 

Badgers class welcome Pam who will be Pink Group’s key person from Wednesday to Friday, 

with Wendy supporting Pink group Monday and Tuesday. 

A reminder:  Please could we ask parents to be prompt at pick up times at the end of the ses-

sion.  The nursery session finishes at 12.00pm and 4.00pm.  The doors open 5 minutes before 

the end of the session at 11.55 - 12.00pm and 3.55 -4.00pm.  If you are going to be late 



Monday 14th May— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

      Tuesday 22nd May – EcaT (Every Child’s a Talker) workshop for parents, 9.15 a.m. 

Friday 25th May—Last day of term for sessional children 

Monday 4th June—Term starts for sessional children 

Thursday 19th July—Last day of term for sessional children 

Friday 20th July— Inset Day. Centre closed to ALL children 

Dates for your diary! (Including term dates) 

please inform the office so alternative arrangements can be made. Please make sure that your 

child has boots and a coat to go outside in. He/she must also have a bag of spare clothes as we 

no longer have enough spares in the 3-4 year old size.  

All items should be named as it is difficult to keep track of individual items in a room with over 

30 children. 

Admin Update 

First of all a big welcome to all of our new children. We can’t wait to get to know you all! 

Now that you have started your sessions at Hardmoor you will have been added to several 

of our systems including Parentmail and Tapestry. You should have received passwords/

activation links for these accounts, if you haven’t please pop in and let us know.  

Tapestry 

We have had to change the way we use tapestry slightly, which has resulted in us having to 

‘move’ all of our under 3s. All under 3 parents should have ei-

ther received a link to reset your password, or if you have an 

older child at Hardmoor as well you should find both children 

appear on the one account. If you have any issues please let us 

know and we will get it sorted for you.  

Snack payments 

We ask for a termly snack contribution from all 2/3/4 year olds that are in receipt of early 

years funding. This is a voluntary payment that goes towards the provision of your child’s 

snacks during the day, and additional little treats throughout the year e.g. Christmas pre-

sents. Our suggested donation is £2 per week if your child attends 15 hour funding, or £3 

per week if you child attends 30 hour funding. This equates to a payment of £26 for the 

summer term for 15 hour children, (£13 per half term) or £39 for the term for 30 hour chil-

dren (£19.50 per half term). We would be grateful if you could pop in reception with your 

contributions. We can accept these by card or cash.  

 


